
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

APRU20I3 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chainnan 

The Honorable Johnny Isakson 
Vice Chairman 

CP 
CO Select Coinmittee on Ethics 
^ United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 m 
Nl 
ST 
ST RE: MUR 6718 (John E. Ensign) 
G 
Nl 
rH 

Dear Chairman Boxer and Vice Chainnan Isakson: 

I write to you regarding the matter you referred to fhe Federal Election Commission on 
May 12,2011, conceming former Senator John Ensign. 

On February 5,2013, the Commission found reason to believe that Senator Ensign, his 
authorized political committee, Ensign for Senate, and his leadership PAC, Battie Bom PAC, 
and fhe committees' treasurer in her official capacity violated two provisions of fhe Federal 
Election Campaign Act, 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(b) and 441a(f), by knowingly accepting and failing to 
report excessive contributions! The Commission also found reason to believe that Micfaael and 
Sharon Ensign violated another provision of the Act, 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(l), by making the 
excessive contributions that Senator Ensign and his committees knowingly accepted and failed to 
report. The Comnussion recently entered into conciliation agreements with the respondents m 
fhe matter, and I have enclosed copies for your information. 

The file in this matter is now closed. Therefore, documents related to the case will be 
placed on the public record within 30 days. See Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of 
Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed. Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18,2003); Statement of Policy 
Regarding Placing First General Counsel's Reports on the Public Record, 74 Fed. Reg. 66,132 
(Dec. 14,2009). 
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We appreciate your cooperation in assisting the Commission in carrying out its 
enforcement responsibilities under the Act. Ifyou have any questions, please contact Leonard 
Evans, the enforcement attomey assigned to this matter, at (202) 694-1650. 

Sincerely, 

CO 
ST 
rM 
Nl 
Nl 
ST 

G 
Nl 

cc: 

BY: 

John C. Sassaman, Esq. 
Chief Counsel and StaffDirector 
Select Coinmittee on Ethics • 
United States Senate 

Anthony Herman 
ienerai .£3buhsel 

Daniel A. Petalas 
Associate General Counsel for Enforcement 

Enclosures 
Conciliation Agreements 



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 7nn;f:nin « , 

In the Matter of: 

John E. Ensign, 
Ensign for Senate and Lisa Lisker 

in her official capacity as treasurer, and 
Battle Bom Political Action Committee 

and Lisa Lisker in her official capacity 
as treasurer. 

OFPICL or 

MUR 6718 
(fonnerly Pre-MUR 520) 

G Respondents. 
01 
ST 
fM 

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT 
N l 

SJ 
1̂  In the course of canying out its supervisory responsibilities, the Federal Election 
G 

Nl Commission (the "Commission") received information that resulted in the initiation of this 

matter. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l). The Commission opened a Matter Under Review and found 

reason to believe that Ensign for Senate and its treasurer (the "Committee"), Battie Born Political 

Action Committee and its treasurei* (the "PAC"), and Senator John E. Ensign violated 2 U.S.C. 

§ 441a(f). The Commission also found reason to believe that the Committee and the PAC 

violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Committee and Lisa Lisker in her official 

capacity as its current treasurer, the PAC and Lisa Lisker in her official capacity as its current 

treasurer, and Senator John E. Ensign (collectively the "Respondents"), having participated in 

informal methods of conciliation before a finding that there is probable cause to believe a 

violation has occurred, and having agreed to settie, compromise, and resolve this matter without 

the expense of further proceedingŝ  hereby enter into this Conciliation Agreement (the 

"Agreement"), which provides as follows: 
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I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of 

this proceeding, and this Agreement has the effect of an agreement entered under 2 U.S.C. 

§437g(a)(4)(A)(i). 

II. The Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that the 

Commission should take no action in this matter. 

^ III. The Respondents, through their undersigned representative, who represents that 

^ he has the autfaority to enter into this Agreement on behalf of the Respondents, voluntarily enter 
Nl 
Nl into this Agreement with the Commission. 
SI 

^ IV. The parties agree to the following facts: 

Nl 

^ I. John E. Ensign represented Nevada as a United States Senator from 

January 3,2001, to May 3,2011. He filed statements of candidacy to run for that office 

for tiie 1998,2000,2006, and 2012 elections. 

2. The Committee is Senator Ensign's principal campaign conunittee and 

therefore is a political committee within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 431(4). The 

Committee is registered with the Commission and Lisa Lisker is its current treasurer of 

record. 

3. The PAC is Senator Ensign's leadership political action committee and 

therefore is a political committee within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 431(4). The PAC is 

registered with the Commission and Lisa Lisker is its current treasurer of record. 

4. Michael and Sharon Ensign are Senator Ensign's parents. They control a 

tmst account known as the Ensign 1993 Tmst. 
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5. Cynthia Hampton was the Committee's Treasurer beginning after the 2006 

election and the PACs Treasurer beginning in Febmary 2008. She left these Treasurer 

positions in April 2008. Lisa Lisker later replaced Hampton as Treasurer for both 

committees. As noted in the Commission's Factual and Legal Analysis, Cynthia 

Hampton was the Treasurer for the Committee and PAC when the activities giving rise to 

^ this matter occurred and Lisker replaced Hampton as Treasurer for the Committee and 
ST 
rM PAC afterwards. 
Nl 

! *̂  6. Douglas Hampton was Cyntilia Hampton's husband. He served as Senator 

0 Ensign's Administrative Assistant and Co-Chief of Staff from November 2006 to April 
Nl 

M 2008. 

7. In or around December 2007, Senator Ensign and Cynthia Hampton began 

an extra-marital affair, which continued through August 2008. The Ensign and Hampton 

families leamed of the affair sometime before April 1,2008. The affair later became 

public on June 16,2009. After the Ensign and Hampton families leamed about the affair, 

it became evident that Cyntfaia and Doug Hampton would have to leave their jobs 

working for Senator Ensign. Senator Ensign and Doug Hampton then negotiated an 

arrangement to end the employment relationships. According to Doug Hampton's 

handwritten notes and corroborated by other evidence, the arrangement contemplated, 

among other things, that the Hamptons would receive a payment of $96,000. The 

Commission concluded that, of that amount, $72,000 covered Cynthia Hampton's lost 

salary and health benefits resulting from the termination ofher employment with the 

Committee and the PAC. 
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8. Between April 2,2008, and June 16,2009, Senator Ensign referred to tiiis 

$96,000 payment as a severance or as related to the Hamptons' lost employment in an 

entry in his personal joumai, in drafts of a June 16,2009, public statement, and in 

discussions with members ofhis Senate staff and others, including the Hamptons. 

9. Between April 2 and 7,2008, Senator Ensign told Michael Ensign ofhis 

Nl 
^ intention to pay the Hamptons to help them financially transition to their new life after 
<T 
(\1 the affair and the loss of their jobs with his Senate office, the Committee, and the PAC. 
Nl 
^ 10. Thereafter, on April 7,2008, Michael Ensign caused a check to be issued 

Q from the Ensign 1993 Tmst account and to be made payable to Doug and Cynthia 
tn 
rH Hampton and two of their three children. The amount of this check was $96,000, which 

was the same amount Senator Ensign negotiated with the Hamptons according to Doug 

Hampton's handwritten notes and corroborated by other evidence available to the 

Commission. 

11. On April 9,2008, this check was deposited into the Hamptons' bank 

account, and on or about that same date, in response to repeated inquiries from Senator 

Ensign, Cynthia Hampton informed him that she received the payment. 

12. Neither the Committee nor the PAC reported as in-kind contributions any 

portion of the $96,000 check that the Hamptons received from Michael and Sharon 

Ensign. 

V. Solely for the purpose of settling this matter expeditiously and to avoid the 

expense of litigation, without admitting liability in this proceeding or with respect to any other 
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proceeding, the Respondents agree not to further contest this matter after the Commission found 

reason to believe that the Respondents violated the Act as follows: 

Excessive Contributions 

1. Under the Federal Election Campaign Act (the "Act"), a "contribution" 

includes "any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or deposit of money or anything of value 

tcr 
^ made by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for federal office." Id. 

^ § 43 l(8)(A)(i). Similarly, the Act defines an "expenditure" to include any direct or 

tn indirect payment, distribution, loan, advance deposit, or gift of money, or any services, or 
«T 
^ anything of value, made by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for 
Nl 

^ federal office. 2 U.S.C. § 43 l(9)(A)(i). And "[e]xpenditures made by any person in 

cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a 

candidate . . . shall be considered to be a contribution to such candidate." Id. 

§441a(a)(7)(B)(i). 

2. Contributions given or expenditures made to pay a committee's 

administrative support costs, such as employee salaries and related costs, are subject to 

tiie Act's contribution limits. See Cal. Med. Ass'n v. FEC. 453 U.S. 182,198 n.l9 (1981) 

(plurality opinion). Accordingly, under the Act, the portion of the payment calculated to 

compensate Cynthia Hampton for her lost salary ($50,000) and health benefits 

($22,000)—specifically, $72,000—̂ was an in-kind contribution made by Michael and 

Sharon Ensign and knowingly accepted by the Respondents by virtue of Senator Ensign's 

role in negotiating, ananging, and confirming receipt of the payment. 



LA 

b) 
ST 
<NI 
Nl 
Nl 

G 
Nl 

MUR 6718 (fonnerly Pre-MUR 520) 
(John E. Ensign, Ensign for Senate, and Battle Bom PAC) 
Conciliation Agreement 
Page 6 of 10 

3. The Act provides that no person shall make a contribution to any 

candidate or his or her authorized political committee with respect to any election for 

federal office that exceeds $2,300 for tiie 2008 election cycle. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(l)(A). 

Likewise, the Act prohibits any person from contributing more than $5,000 per year to a 

leadership PAC. Id. § 441a(a)(l)(C). The Act also prohibits committees from knowingly 

accepting any excessive contribution. Id. § 44la(f). 

4. The $72,000 attributable to Cynthia Hampton's severance exceeds four of 

the Act's contribution limits—Michael and Sharon Ensign's per-person limits for each of 

the two Ensign Committees—as shown in the following chart: 

Contribution to 
Senator Ensign and 
Ensian for Senate 

Contribution to 
Battle Born PAC Total 

$2,300 per-person limit $5,000 per-person limit 

Total 

Michael 
Ensign 

$18,000 $18,000 
$36,000 Michael 

Ensign $15,700 over limit $13,000 over limit 
$36,000 

Sharon 
Ensign 

$18,000 $18,000 
$36,000 Sharon 

Ensign $15,700 over limit $13,000 over limit 
$36,000 

ToUl $72,000 

5. Therefore: 

a. Senator Ensign knowingly accepted excessive in-kind 

contributions from Michael and Sharon Ensign totaling $57,400, in violation of 2 

U.S.C. § 441a(f). 

b. The Committee knowingly accepted excessive in-kind 

contributions from Michael and Sharon Ensign totaling $31,400, in violation of 2 

U.S.C. §441a(f). 
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c. The PAC knowingly accepted excessive in-kind contribution from 

Michael and Sharon Ensign totaling $26,000, in violation of 2 U.S.C.§ 44la(f). 

Renorting Violations 

6. The Act requires committee treasurers to file reports of receipts and 

disbursements according to the requirements of 2 U.S.C. § 434. See 2 U.S.C. 

G 

O) § 434(a)(4); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1 (a). These reports must disclose, inter alia, tiie total 

rM amount of receipts and disbursements and the cash on hand at the beginning ofthe 
Nl 

^ reporting period. See 2 U.S.C. § 434(b); 11 CF.R. § 104.3. The Act also requires 
ST 
Q committees to disclose itemized breakdowns of receipts and disbursements, including the 
1*1 

<H disclosure of the name and address of each person who has made any contributions or 

received any disbursements in an aggregate amount or value greater than $200 within the 

calendar year, together with the date and amount of any such contribution or 

disbursement. See 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(3)-(6); 11 C.F.R. § 104.3(a)(4), (bX3). 

Commission regulations also require committees to disclose in-kind contributions on both 

the contribution and expenditure schedules of their disclosure reports filed with the 

Commission. SeeU C.F.R. § 104.13(a). 

7. Because, as described above, $72,000 of the payment is attributable to 

Cynthia Hampton's lost salary and healthcare benefits, the Committee and PAC each 

were required to disclose the payment as in-kind contributions in their disclosure reports 

filed with the Commission.-
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8. Therefore: 

a. The Committee did not report in its July 2008 disclosure report 

filed with the Commission its receipt of in-kind contributions from Michael and 

Sharon Ensign totaling $36,000, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). 

b. The PAC did not report in its May 2008 disclosure report filed 
ts 
Q) with the Commission its receipt of in-kind contributions from Michael and Sharon 
ST 
'N Ensign totaling $36,000, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). 
Nl 

^ VI. Without admitting liability, tiie Respondents will do the following to fully resolve 
ST 
Q and settle this matter: 
Nl 

*̂  1. Pay to the Commission a civil penalty in the amount of Thirty-Two 

Thousand Dollars ($32,000), under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5); 

2. Amend the Conunittees* and PACs relevant disclosure reports to reflect 

the receipt of $72,000 as in-kind contributions from Michael and Sharon Ensign; and 

3. Cease and desist from violating 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(b) and 44 la(f). 

VII. Within no more than thirty days from the effective date of this Agreement, the 

Respondents will do the following: 

1. Fully implement and comply with the requirements of this Agreement; and 

2. Notify tiie Commission in writing that they have fully implemented, are 

complying with, and will continue to comply with the requirements of the Agreement. 

VIII. This Agreement is effective as of the date that all parties have executed it and the 

Commission has given its final approval. 
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IX. At the request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) 

conceming the matters at issue in this case, or on its own motion, the Commission may review 

conipliance with this Agreement. If the Commission finds that one or more of the Respondents 

have violated any requirement set forth in this Agreement, it may institute a civil action for relief 

in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia. 

^ X. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties conceming 
ST 
rM this matter. No other statement, promise, or agreement, whether oral or written, made by either 
Nl 

party or by agents of either party will be enforceable as part of this Agreement. 

Q XI. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which constitutes an 
1*1 
rH original and all of which collectively constitute one and the same Agreement. 
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Dated: BY: 

01 

rM 
Nl 
Nl 
ST 
ST 
G 
Nl 
rH 

Dated: BY: 

FOR THE COMMISSION: 

Anthony Herman 
Genend Counsel 

Daniel A. 
Associate General Counsel for Enforcement 

Peter Blumberg 
Assistant General Counsel 

Leonard O. Evans III 
Attorney, Enforcement Division 

FOR JOHN E. ENSIGN, ENSIGN FOR 
SENATE AND LISA LISKER IN HER 
OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS 
TREASURER, AND BATTLE BORN 
PAC AND LISA LISKER IN HER 
OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS 
TREASURER: 

Chris K. Gpber"̂  
Attomey for John E. Ensign, Ensign for 

Senate and Lisa Lisker in her official 
capacity as Treasurer, and Battle Bom 
PAC and Lisa Lisker in her official 
capacity as Treasurer 



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In tfae Matter of: 

Micfaael Ensign and Sfaaron Ensign, 

Resporulents. 

MUR 6718 
(formerly Pre-MUR 520) 

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT 

^ In tfae course of carrymg out its supervisory responsibilities, the Federal Election 
in 
(M Commission (ffae "Conunission") received information that resulted in tfae initiation of tfais 
Nl 
^ matter. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl). The Conunission opened a Matter Under Review and found 
ST 
Q reason to believe ti^ Michael Ensign and Sharon Ensign (collectively tiie "Respondents") made 
Nl 

<̂  excessive in-kind contributions to John E. Ensign, Ensign for Senate and Lisa Lisker m faer 

official capacity as treasurer (the "Conunittee"), axul Battie Bom Political Action Committee and 

Lisa Lisker m her official capacity as treasurer (tiie "PACO violation of 2 U.S.C. 

§§ 441a(aXl)(A) and 441a(aXl)(C). 

NOW, THEREFORÊ  tiie Conunission and tfae Respondents, faavmg participated in 

informal mediods of conciliation before a finding that there is probable cause to believe a 

violation has occurred, and having agreed to settie, conqnomise, and resolve tfais matter pursuant 

to Federal Rule of Evidence 408 and witiuiut tfae expense of furtiier proceedings, faereby enter 

into tfais Conciliation Agreement (tfae "Agreement"), which provides as follows: 

I. The (Commission has jurisdiction over tfae Respondents and tfae subject inatter of 

this proceeding, and tfais Agreemem faas tfae efifect of an agreeinent entered under 2 U.S.C. 

§437g(aX4)(A)(i). 
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IL The Respondents faave faad a reasonable opportuxuty to demonstrate tfaat tfae 

Commission shoidd take no action in tiius matter. 

m. The Respondents, tfarough their imdersigned representatives, wfao represent tfaat 

they faave tfae autfaority to enter into tfais Agreement on befaalf of tfae Respondents, voluntarily 

enter into tfais Agreement with tfae Commission. 

2 IV. For purposes of settiing this matter, the parties agree tfaat tfae pertment fects are as 
m 
rM follows: 
Nl 

^ 1. Jofan E. Ensign represented Nevada as a Uiuted States Senator fiom 
ST 
Q . January 3,2001, to May 3,2011. He filed statements ofcandidacy to run for tfaat office 
Nl 

for tiie 1998,2000,2006, and 2012 elections. 

2. The Committee is Senator Ensign's principal campaign committee and 

therefore is a political comnuttee withm tibe meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 431(4). The 

Conunittee is registered with ffae Commission and Lisa Lisker is its cunent treasurer of 

record. 

3. The PAC is Senator Ensign's leadership political action conunittee and 

therefore is a ]X>litical committee witfain tfae meaiung of 2 U.S.C. § 431 (4). The PAC is 

registered with the Commission and Lisa Lisker is its cunent treasurer of record. 

4. Micfaael and Sfaaron Ensign are Senator Ensign's parents.. They control a 

trust account known as tfae Ensign 1993 Trust 

5. Cyntfaia Hampton was tfae Committee's Treasurer begmning after tfae 2006 

election and tiie PACs Treasurer begmning m Februaiy 2008. Sfae left these Treasurer 
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positions m April 2008. Lisa Lisker later replaced Hampton as Treasurer fbr botfa 

committees. 

6. Douglas Hampton was Cyntfaia Hampton's fausband. He served as Senator 

Ensign's Administrative Assistant and Co-Cfaief of Staff ftom November 2006 to April 

2008. 
rM 
Q 7. In or around December 2007, Senator Ensign and Cyntilia Hampton began 
ifl 
^ an extra-marital af&ir, whicfa continued tiirougfa August 2008. The Ensign and Hampton 
Nl 

fiunilies, mcludmg the Respondents, learned of tfae affiur sometune before April 1,2008. 

G The af&ir later became public on June 16,2009. After the Ensign and Hampton fiunilies 
Nl 

*̂  leamed about the affiur. Senator Ensign and fhe Hamptons decided tfaat Clynthia and 

Doug Hampton would have to leave their jobs working for Senator Ensign. The 

Commission concluded that Senator Ensign and Doug Hampton tfaen negotiated an 

anangement to end tfae employment relatioosfaips; tfaefa' arrangement contemplated, 

among otfaer tilings, tfaat tilie Hamptons would receive a pigment of $96,000; and of tfaat 

amount, $72,000 covered Cynthia Hampton's lost salary and faealtfa benefits resuhiiig 

from tfae tenmiiation ofher employnoem with tfae Conunittee and ffae PAC. The 

Respondents did not participate in and contend that they were not privy fo tfaose 

negotiations. 

8. Between April 2,2008, and June 16,2009, Senator Ensign refened to tfais 

$96,000 payment as a severance or as related to the Hamptons' lost employment in an 

entry in fais personal joumai, in internal drafis of a June 16,2009 public statement, and in 

discussions witfa members offals Senate staff and otfaers, including tfae Hamptons. 
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9. Between April 2 and 7,2008, Senator Ensign and Micfaael Ensign 

discussed a payment to tfae Hamptons to faelp tiiem financially, given the loss of theu: jobs 

with fais Senate office, tfae Committee, and tfae PAC. Accordmg to Senator Ensign's 

journal. Senator Ensign told Micfaael Ensign that he intended to jsay the Hamptons to help 

them financially transition to theu* new life after the loss of tfaeir jobs witii fais Senate 

^ office, the Comnuttee, and the PAC. 
m 
rM 10. Thereafter, on April 7,2008, Michael Ensign caused a cfaeck to be issued 
Nl 

^ fixim the Ensign 1993 Trust account and to be made payable to Doug and Cynthia 

Q Hampton and two oftheu: tfaree children. The amount ofthis check was $96,000, wfaich 
Nl 

<"i was the same amount Senator Ensign faad negotiated witfa tfae Hamiitons. 

11. The Respondents knew of the Hamptons' job losses and were particularly 

concemed about the impact on the Hamptons' children. The Respondents contend, 

however, tfaat tfaey believed in good fiulfa tfaat the payment was a gift to the Hamptons, 

rather tfaan an in-kuid contribution to Senator Ensign, tfae Ckmunittee, and tfae PAC. Tfae 

Respondents fiuther contend that, among otfaer tilings, Micfaael Ensign originally wanted 

to give ffae Hamptons $100,000 but Respondents decided to give $96,000, as tfa^ 

understood tfais to be the maximum amount tfaey could give without gift tax 

consequences. And tfae Respondents idso contend that tfae Hampton fiunily faad a close 

relationsfaip with Senator Ensign's fiunily, and tfaose two fimodlies faad sfaared faolidays 

and weekends togetfaer for years. 
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12. On April 9,2008, tiie $96,000 cfaeck described m paragrapfa IV. 10. was 

deposited mto tfae Hamptons' bank account, and on or about tfaat same date, (Cyntfaia 

Hampton uiformed Senator Ensign tfaat sfae received tfae payment 

V. Solely for tfae purpose of settUng tfais matter expeditiously and to avoid the 

expense of litigation, witfaout adnuttuig liability in tfais matter or with respect to any otfaer 

^ proceeding, tfae Respondents agree not to contest in tfais matter ifae Cononussion's conclusion tfaat 
in 
rM tfae Respondents violated ffae Act as follows: 
Nl 

^ 1. Under tfae Federal Election Campaign Act (tiie "Act"), a "contribution" 
sj 
Q includes ̂ 'any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or deposit of money or anytfaing of value 
Kl 

*^ made by any person for the purpose of influenciqg any election for federal office" Id. 

§ 43 l(8)(A)(i). Sunilarly, the Act defines an ''expenditure" to include any duect or 

indirect payment, distribution, loan, advance deposit, or gift of money, or any services, or 

anytfaing of value, made by any person fin: tfae puipose of influencmg any election for 

federal office. 2 U.S.C. § 43 l(9)(A)(i). Atul "[ejiqienditures made by any person ui 

cooperation, consultation, or concert witfa, or at die request or suggestion ô  a 

candidate... shall be considered to be a contribution to such candidate." Id. 

§441a(a)(7)(B)(i). 

2. Contributions given or expenditures made to pay a committee's 

administrative support costs, such as enqiloyee salaries and related costs, are subject to 

tiie Act's contribution limits. See Cal. Med. Ass'n v. FEC, 453 U.S. 182,198 n.19 (1981) 

(plurality opmion). Accoiduigly, under tfae Act, tfae portion of tfae paymem calculated to 

compensate Cyntfaia Hampton for her lost salaiy ($50,000) and faealtfa benefits 
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($22,000)—specifically, $72,000—was an m-kmd contribution made by tiie Respondents 

to die Conunittee and PAC. 

3. Tfae Act provules tfaat no person shall make a contribution to any 

candidate or his or faer authorized political committee with respect to any election for 

federal office tiiat exceeds $2,300 for tiie 2008 election cycle. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(lXA). 

Likewise, tfae Act profaibits any person fixim contributing more tfaan $5,000 per year to a 

leadeisfaip PAC. Id. § 441a(aXl)(C). 

4. Tfae $72,000 attributable to Cyntfaia Hampton's severance exceeds four of 

tfae Act's contribution linuts—̂ Micfaael and Sfaaron Ensign's per-person linuts fa/s eacfa of 

tfae two Ensign Committees—as sfaown in tfae following cfaart: 

Contribation to 
Senator Ensign and 
Ensien forSenate 

Contribution to 
Battie Bom PAC Total 

$2,300 per-person limit $5,000 per-person Umit 

Total 

Mteliael 
Ensign 

$18,000 $18,000 
$36,000 Mteliael 

Ensign $15,700 over lunit $13,000 over Umit 
$36,000 

Sharon 
Ensign 

$18,000 $18,000 
$36,000 Sharon 

Ensign $15,700 over limit $13,000 over Umit 
$36,000 

Total $72,000 

5. Therefore: 

a. Michael Ensign made an excessive ui-kmd contribution to tfae 

Committee totalmg $15,700, m viokdionof 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(lXA). 

b. Sfaaron Ensign made an excessive in-kind conlribution to tfae 

Committee totaUng $15,700, in viokdon of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(lXA). 

c. Micfaael Ensign made an excessive in-kind contribution to tfae 

Conunittee totaluig $13,000, m viokition of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(l)(C). 
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d. Sharon Ensign made an excessive in-kind contribution to tfae 

Conunittsee totaluig $13,000, m violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(aXl)(C). 

VI. V̂ tfaout admitting liability, tfae Respondents will do tfae following to fully resolve 

and settie tfais matter: 

1. Pay to tfae Commission a civil penalty in the amount of Twenty-Two 

I g Thousand Dollars ($22,000), under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX5); and 
Ul 

2. Cease and desist fixim any violations of 2 U.S.C. §§ 441a(a)(l)(A) and 
Nl 
n̂ 441a(aXl)(C). 

ST 

Q VII. Within 110 more than tfairty days firom tfae efibctive date oftfais Agreement, the 
Nl 

Respondents will do tfae following: 

1. Fully unplement and comply witfa tfae reqmrements of tfais Agreement; and 

2. Notify tfae Comnussion ih writing tfaat they have fully implemented, are 

complyvag witii, and will continue to comply witii tiie requirements of the Agreement 

Vni. This Agreement is effective as of tfae date tfaat all parties faave executed it and tfae 

Commission faas given its final approval. 

DC At tfae request of anyone filing a compbdnt under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl) 

concerning tfae matters at issue in tfais case, or on its own motion, the Commission may review 

compliance with this Agreement. If tfae Commission finds tfaat one or more of tfae Respondents 

faave violated any requuement set forth in this Agreement, it may institute a civil action for relief 

m the United States District Court for fhe District of Columbia. 
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X. This Agreement constitutes fhe entire agreem^ between ffae parties conceming 

thismatter. Nootfaerstatement,promise,oragreement, wfaether oral or written, niade by either 

party or by agents of either party will be enforceable as part of this Agreemem. 

XI. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of wfaicfa constitutes an 

original and all of wfaicfa collectively constitote one and tfae same Agreement 

Q FOR THE COMMISSION: 
m 
rM Antfaony Herman 
Nl General Coimsel 
Nl 

^ Dated: V / / i / ( 5 BY: 
^ Daniel A.^etalas 
rH Associate General Counsel for Enforcement 

Peter Blumberg 
Assistant General Counsel 

Leonard O. Evans III 
Attomey, Enforcement Division 

HAEL ENSIGN: 

Dated: / v/ ^ f j B Y : 

Dated: '7^013 BY: 

>iegel 
Attomey iEbr Micfaael Ensign 

FOR SHARON ENSIGN: 

DavuiR.Eielduig 
Attorney for Sfaaron Ensign 


